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Winter Breakout is an annual conference 

for students in 7 - 12th grade.  This year’s 

theme is “Get Real”.  The retreat includes 

workshops, dynamic worship, games, 

sports tournaments, a concert, and lots of 

time to interact and get to know other 

people. The dates are February 13-15 , at 

Skycroft  Conference Center in Middletown.   

Students will be challenged to stop playing 

games with their faith in Christ and really 

start sharing the Good News with their 

friends and family. 

The keynote speaker is Joel Goddard , well

-known Christian Musician and Minister of 

Music at Bethlehem First Baptist Church in 

Bethlehem, GA. 

Winter Breakout will also feature a guest 

illusionist, Brett Myers , of BAM Magic.  

Currently Brett is studying communications 

at Bryan College in Dayton, Tennessee. 

 

The worship will be led by local Christian 

band House of Echo , and a group from 

Tennessee called Meet the Sky . 

There is still time to register a group from 

your church. The cost is only $125 per 

person. 

For more information or to register your 

group, please visit winterbreakout.com. 
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The area covered by BRBA is spread 
between the states of Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and 2 counties in Maryland.  It’s 
easy to lose track of  each other.  
PrayerFirst is erasing those boundaries. 
 
Because prayer enables good and hinders 
evil, we urge all of our  churches to engage 
in this powerful adventure with us @ 
www.blueridgebaptist.org/forum/10. 
 
 
 

To share your requests for prayer that 
enables light, love, and unity  to flourish, 
contact Mae Argilan at 
prayer@blueridgebaptist.org. 

What an honor it is to serve  as Director of 

Missions for the Blue Ridge Baptist 

Association.  I believe that some of the best 

days for our association are ahead of us, 

and that God has great  things in store as 

we all work together for the cause of Christ. 

 

It is imperative that we - as a cooperating 

cluster of churches – work together for 

greater effectiveness and efficiency in 

carrying out the Great Commission of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Stronger churches must 

partner with and help new church plants 

and struggling congregations, and we must 

plan strategically to reach every area with 

the love, grace, and mercy of God through 

the ministry of a local church family. 

 

In the months ahead you will see many 

opportunities to fellowship and bond 

together more as churches under the BRBA 

umbrella.  All I ask is that when these 

opportunities are offered, you and your 

church take full advantage of the programs 

that are being made available. 

 

1 Peter 2:9 says: “But you are a chosen 

people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people belonging to God, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

 

I am looking forward to working alongside of 

the Holy Nation of Blue  Ridge and serving 

each and every church in our family. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Bruce Conley 
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1.  To write. 
Through writing, you delve into new ideas and 
insights. If you strive to write well, you will at the same 
time be striving to think well. Then when you share 
new ideas and insights, readers can come along with 
you wherever your good writing and good thinking 
bring you.  
There is no better way to simply and quickly share 
your writing than by maintaining a blog. And if you’re 
serious about your blog, it will help you not only in 
your thinking, but in your discipline as well, as people 
begin to regularly expect quality insight from you.  
 
2. To teach. 
Most pastors I’ve run into love to talk. Many of them 
laugh at themselves about how long-winded they’re 
tempted to be. Enter Blog.  
Here is where a pastor has an outlet for whatever he 
didn’t get to say on Sunday. Your blog is where you 
can pass on that perfect analogy you only just thought 
of; that hilarious yet meaningful story you couldn’t 
connect to your text no matter how hard you tried; 
that last point you skipped over even though you 
needed it to complete your 8-point acrostic sermon 
that almost spelled HUMILITY.  
 
3. To recommend. 
With every counseling session or after-service 
conversation, a pastor is recommending something. 
Sometimes it’s a book or a charity. Maybe it’s a bed-
and-breakfast for that couple he can tell really needs 
to get away. And sometimes it’s simply Jesus.  
With a blog, you can recommend something to 
hundreds of people instead of just a few. Some 
recommendations may be specific to certain people, 
but that seems like it would be rare. It’s more likely to 
be the case that if one man asks you whether you 
know of any good help for a pornography addiction, 
then dozens of other men out there also need to 
know, but aren’t asking.  
 
4. To interact. 
There are a lot of ways for a pastor to keep his finger 
on the pulse of his people. A blog is by no means 
necessary in this regard. However, it does add a 
helpful new way to stay abreast of people’s opinions 
and questions.  
Who knows what sermon series might arise after a 
pastor hears some surprising feedback about one of 
his 30-second-nuggets-of-truth?  
 
5.  To be known.  
This is where I see the greatest advantage for 
blogging pastors.  Your people hear you teach a lot; 
it’s probably the main way that most of them know 
you. You preach on Sundays, teach on Wednesdays, 
give messages at weddings, funerals, youth events, 
retreats, etc.  
This is good—it’s your job. But it’s not all you are. Not 
that you need to be told this, but you are far more 
than your ideas. Ideas are a crucial part of your 
identity, but still just a part.  
 

You’re a husband and a father. You’re some people’s 
friend and other people’s enemy. Maybe you love the 
Baltimore Ravens. Maybe you hate fruity salad.  
Maybe you struggle to pray. Maybe listening to the 
kids’ choir last weekend was—to your surprise—the 
most moving worship experience you’ve ever had.  
These are the things that make you the man that 
leads your church. They’re the windows into your 
personality that stay shuttered when you’re teaching 
the Bible. Sometimes your people need to look in—
not all the way in, and not into every room—but your 
people need some access to you as a person. A blog 
is one way to help them.  
You can’t be everybody’s friend, and keeping a blog 
is not a way of pretending that you can. It’s simply a 
way for your people to know you as a human being, 
even if you can’t know them back. This is valuable, 
not because you’re so extraordinary, but because 
leadership is more than the words you say. If you 
practice the kind of holiness that your people expect 
of you, then your life itself opened before them is 
good leadership—even when you fail.  
 
Conclusion 
For most of you, anything you post online will only be 
a small piece in the grand scheme of your pastoral 
leadership. But if you can maintain a blog that is both 
compelling and personal, it can be an important small 
piece.  
It will give you access to your people’s minds and 
hearts in a unique way by giving them a chance to 
know you as a well-rounded person. You will no 
longer be only a preacher and a teacher, but also a 
guy who had a hard time putting together a swing-set 
for his kids last weekend. People will open up for you 
as you open up like this for them. Letting people catch 
an honest glimpse of your life will add authenticity to 
your teaching and depth to your ministry.  
 
This article was adapted from John Piper’s “Desiring 
God” Blog at  www.desiringgod.org. 
 
For help getting your blog started, contact Phil at 
phil@blueridgebaptist.org 
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Because of the threat from the Communist 

Government , most churches in China are house 

churches that meet in private in local 

communities.  Recently, United Press 

International reported that one such house 

church near Shanghai was raided and officials 

arrested three Christian church leaders in a 

church service in a private home in northeastern 

China. 

About 30 police officers and officials from the 

government’s Religious Affairs Bureau took part 

in the raid Dec. 29 on the home in Duolun, in 

Inner Mongolia, 155 miles north of Beijing. The 

officials declared the service an “illegal 

gathering”, a reflection of China’s policy of 

permitting worship only in official churches 

whose clergy and activities are tightly controlled 

by the Communist government. 

Detained were Liu Guanghua, 42, Zhi Huiping, 

41, and Zhi Ruiping, 35. Three women were 

also detained, and held at the Duolun County 

Detention Center for 15 days of administrative 

detention, a measure used against people 

deemed to have committed offenses but who 

are not officially recognized as criminals. 

Activists in any unofficial or unregistered church 

are sentenced to up to three years in prison 

camps - part of a system called “re-education 

through labor” that sidesteps the need for a 

criminal trial. 

While repression of church groups varies from 

region to region, the central government has 

enacted measures demanding that such groups 

either register and accept government 

supervision, or face harsh punishment.  

With the number of Christians growing across 

the China, millions risk harassment and arrest 

by worshipping in secrecy, often in private 

homes. In July, government “anti-cult” officials 

along with  

 

 

Public security officials raided a similar house 

church in Jining City, Shangdong Province, and 

took away Pastor Zhang Zhongxin, seizing 

Bibles, and Christian books and materials. The 

pastor and another church leader, Lian Dehai, 

were sentenced to 2 years of “labor re-

education”.  Please pray for our brothers and 

sisters in China, who are under the constant 

threat of torture, imprisonment, incarceration, 

and hard labor for their faith in the Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  Mission organizations, like the 

International Mission Board of the Southern 

Baptist Convention are constantly petitioning the 

Chinese government to stop their persecution of 

the church in China.  I urge you to do the same, 

if you are able. 

To express your concern about the ill treatment 

of Christians in China, contact: 

Chinese Embassy in Washington DC 

2201 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Washington 

D.C. 20007 

Tel: (202) 338-6688,  

(202)588-9760  

(202) 328-2500 

Fax: (202) 588-9760 

e-mail: Chinaembassy_us@fmprc.gov.cn 
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FEBRUARY 
 
· Feb. 7 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TRAINING 

WORKSHOP 9:30 am - 2:30 offered by 
BCM/D  (For teachers of birth - grade 6) 

 
· Feb 8 FOCUS ON WMU at Paramount 

Baptist Church Hagerstown -  10:30 am. 
Guest speaker Gayla Parker 

 
· Feb. 13-15  BRBA YOUTH RETREAT—

WINTER BREAKOUT - at Skycroft 
Conference Center (combined effort with 
Montgomery Baptist Assoc.) 

 
· Feb. 9-15 WMU FOCUS WEEK 
 
· Feb. 21 Paramount MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

BREAKFAST 8:00 am - Ryan’s restaurant in 
Hagerstown 

 
MARCH 
 
· March 3  BRBA CHURCH START TEAM 

MEETING at the Association office - 7 PM 
 
· March 4  PASTOR’S PRAYER 

BREAKFAST at Red Byrd in Keedysville 
 
· March 1-8 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 

NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS 
 
· March 6-7 WOMEN ON MISSION 

RETREAT - Friday, 3 pm - Saturday, 3 pm 
@ Camp Wo-Me-To – for women to get 
away, spend time in God’s words, pray and 
enjoy a time of worshipping God  together 
as women. 

 
· March 16 CHILDREN’S MINISTERS 

SEMINAR - 10am - 2pm @ Baptist Mission 
Resource Center - specialized time of 
equipping and discovery for children’s 
ministers and coordinators 

 
· March 18  EVANGELISM & 

STEWARDSHIP TRAINING  with Nelson 
Searcy @ White Marsh Baptist Church 

 
· March 20-21 R. A. CONGRESS -  Friday, 

6:30 pm - Saturday, 3 pm @ Middle River 
Baptist Church, Baltimore – fun time for 
boys Grades 1- 6. 

 
 
 
 

· March 22  PULPIT EXCHANGE - Blue 
Ridge BA churches.  All churches are asked 
to participate in a exchange of pastors for 
preaching in your morning service(s). 

 
· March 22  ASSOCIATIONAL CHOIR 

REHEARSAL AND FELLOWSHIP - an 
evening gathering is scheduled inviting all 
singers from churches to participate in the 
building of an association wide mass choir. 
Bring your favorite dessert to share for the 
fellowship to follow. 

 
· March 27-29 YOUTH EVANGELISM 

CONFERENCE  at Mt. Pleasant Church 
 

Happy Birthday: 
Larry Rickard  2/9 Deb Youngbar  2/15 
Millie Housam  2/23 David Coblentz  3/13 
Pam Eubanks  3/13 Delbert Pope  3/23 
Shane Wilt  3/25 
 

Happy Anniversary: 
David and Brenda Coblentz  3/2 
Thom and Susan Smith  3/12 
 
 
APRIL 
 
· April 18 VBS  TRAINING - Saturday,  9:30 - 

12:00, Myersville BC 
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Rev. Bruce Conley, our new Director of 
Missions, is available to preach or  sing at 
your church on request.  If you have need 
for his services, contact (301) 821-0370 
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Topping: 

 1 C breadcrumbs 

 4 TB butter, melted 

 Mix spaghetti, peas, and chicken and place 
in baking dish.  Mix milk, salt, pepper, soup, 
cheese, and 3 TB butter together well. 

Pour over spaghetti and mix well.  Combine 
breadcrumbs and butter to make topping, 
spreading on top. 

Bake at 375 degrees for 30 minutes. 

Makes 6 servings. 

CHICKEN DELICIOUS 

Submitted by: Anita White, Virginia 
Avenue BC  

2 C raw spaghetti, broken into 1 inch pieces, 
cooked & drained 

2 C milk 

1/2 tsp salt 

Dash pepper 

10 oz. can cream of mushroom soup 

3 TB butter, melted 

1 1/2 C cooked chicken or turkey, chopped 

1 C grated cheese 

1 C canned or frozen peas 
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